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Outline and Purpose of Course 
 

Outline 
This is the first part of the three part teaching on OT Survey: 
 

Old Testament Survey 1 ς Overview and the Torah 
Old Testament Survey 2 - Joshua to David 
Old Testament Survey 3 ς Solomon to Nehemiah 
 

Purpose 
The purposes of this course are: 

1. ¢ƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
redemptive work in the Old Testament. 

2. To show the student how the books of the OT flow and 
fit together and lead into the New Testament. 

3. To give the student tools to study each book of the Old 
Testament in context. 

 
What the student should know by the end of the course 
 
 

1. The student should be able to name all 39 books of the 
OT in order. 

2. The student should know the overarching themes 
running through the OT and how it points to Jesus. 

3. The student should be able to name the major people 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ h¢ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
overarching plan. 

4. The students should know the basic outline and 
message of each OT book (in the section). 
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(1) Introduction to the Old Testament 
 

(a) Preface 

More people study the History of the JEWISH people than any other civilization in 

the world.  This history is placed in the context of THEOLOGY ,  because God has 

used the Jewish people and their history to reveal HIMSELF  to mankind.  The Bible is 

much more than a HISTORY book. The events that have occurred in the ancient past 

are a key to understand our RELATIONSHIP to God. How can we use this History?  

We can LEARN from the successes and failures of the Biblical Heroes to MODIFY our 

ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ purpose.   

(b) The Flow of the Old Testament 

 
 

The Old Testament is the literary history of the nation of Israel from its founding 

around 2000 BC to its return from Babylonian exile in 500 BC. The Old Testament 

consists of 39 books written by at least 29 different authors over the course of 1,000 

years and includes several different literary genres, including historical narratives, 

poetry, prophecy, and law. 

The books themselves cluster around four specific points in Israelôs history. These 
four clusters are covered in great detail, with the history narratives focusing on a few 
years, supplemented by the poetry, music, and legal aspects of Israelite culture for 
these time frames. Between these four clusters, the narrative covers vast periods of 
history in broad strokes primarily so as to connect these clusters. Before these four 
points, Genesis outlines a brief history of how the world as we know it came to beé 
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Object Overview of the OT 
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i. Genesis 1-11: How the World Came to Be 

A. Theories of Creation: 
 

(1) 24-hour Day Theory (LITERAL) 
 
(2) Religious Only Theory (MYTH) 
 
(3) GAP Theory 

 

 
 

(4) Day-AGE Theory 
 

B. Main Segments 

 

CREATION ï FALL ï JUDGMENT ï GODLY SEED 
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ii. The History of Israel 

The four cluster points are: 

1. The EXODUS (Including giving of Law at Sinai) 

 

2. The DAVIDIC Kingdom 

 

3. The DIVIDED Kingdom and EXILE 

 

4. Post EXILE (return of remnant to Israel to rebuild). 

 

Three Different Chart Showing Same OT History in Different Ways 
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(c) The Missionary Theme of the Bible. 
 

We often hear the question ñWhat is the Biblical Basis of Missions?ò This question implies that 
missions is just one of many topics covered in the Bible and we need óproof textsô to justify it. The 
whole Bible is actually Godôs missionary manual! 
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i. A REDEMPTIVE PATTERN  (Genesis 1-11) 
 

 
 
 

Genesis 1:28 reveals Godôs heart ï to 
fill all the earth with people bearing His 
image. 
 
 
In Genesis 1-11 we see the 
UNIVERSAL NATURE of Godôs 
mission. 
 

Redemptive Pattern = 
SinĄJudgementĄGrace 

 
ii. A REDEMPTIVE PEOPLE ï ISRAEL (Godôs chosen ones) 
 
ñNow the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's 
house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your 
name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who 
curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  
Gen 12:1-3 (NKJV) 
 

 

ABRAHAMôS SEED = 

INSTRUMENT TO BLESS 

THE NATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIS CALL= Cross-Cultures, 
pioneering, forsaking idols (Joshua 

24:2), in faith (Hebrews 11:8-10), 
obedience and separation. 

 
 
ñAnd Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all 
the earth is Mine." Exodus 19:3-5 (NKJV) 
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iii. A REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE - WITNESS 

 
Israel had an obligation to witness to the Gentiles: Exodus 14:18; Psalm 67; Ezekiel 20:9 
 
"But I acted for My name's sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles among whom they 
were, in whose sight I had made Myself known to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt.ò 
Ezekiel 20:9 (NKJV) 
 
iv. A REDEMPTIVE PROCESS ï SANCTIFICATION 
 
ñAnd you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall 
speak to the children of Israel." Exodus 19:6 (NKJV) ï HOLINESS, LOYALTY, SERVICE See Micah 
6:8 ï this is how they were to live among the nations & they had ample opportunity. 
 

 

 

 

TEMPLE 

Examples 

Queen Sheba (1 Kings 10:9) 
Kings of the Earth (2 Chron 

9:23) 

 
MISSIONARIES 

 
Examples 

 
Joseph, Daniel, Esther, 

Jonah 
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v. REDEMPTIVE PARALYSIS 
 

 
Israel failed in keeping Godôs demands (Exodus 19:6; Micah 6:8), which would have made her an 
effective witness in the nations, and was therefore taken into captivity (Ezekiel 20:30-38, Daniel 9:11).  
Israel was dispersed among the nations (Assyrian exile 722BC, Babylonian Exile 587BC) and actually 
this prepared the way for the nations to be reached ï Jews migrated to all important commercial and 
trade centers of the known world. 
 
ñYes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore 
the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, 
because we have sinned against Him.ò   Dan 9:11 (NKJV) 
 

(d) Christ in the Old Testament 
 

i. The Three Strands 
 

 
 

Third Strand = Prophetic Strand (The Law ï Jesus Fulfills the Law) 
 
Read Matthew 5:17, Luke 24:44-47, John 5:39-40 ï Christ revealed throughout OT. 
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The Bible may be divided into eight basic sections: four for the Old Testament and four for 
the New, but it should be noted that in each of these, Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah is the 
hope and underlying theme of all the books of the Bible. On several occasions, Yeshua 
claimed that He is the theme of all of Scripture:  

 
1. In Matthew 5:17 He said, ñI have come not to abolish them (the Scriptures) but to fulfill 
them.ò  
2. When walking with the disciples on the Emmaus road, Luke tells us that, ñé beginning 
with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself 
in all the Scriptures.ò  
3. Later that evening, the Lord spoke to ten of the disciples and regarding that, Luke tells 
us in Luke 24:44-47, ñThese are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.ò 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 
and He said to them, ñThus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from 
the dead the third day; 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.ò 
4. In John 5:39 and 40, when in dialogue with the Jews, Jesus said, ñYou search the 
Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear 
witness of Me; 40 and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.ò 

 
In addition, in Revelation 19:10 we are told that ñthe testimony of Jesus (about Jesus) is 
the spirit of prophecy.ò In other words, the very nature and purpose of prophecy, and all of 
Scripture for that matter, is to reveal Jesus Christ. Obviously, due to the fall and need of 
man, Christ is the theme of both the Old and New Testaments for it is only through Him 
that we can have both eternal life and life abundantly (John 10:10). 

 
The central Person in the Bible is the Messiah Yeshua, He is the Creator (Col 1:14) and 
He is the Saviour.  A secondary theme is the establishment, dispersion, and return of 
Israel to the Land of Promise. 
 

 


